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tion of the cord showed the presence in pure culture of a streptococcus 
analogous to that observed in the first case. 

The same organism, therefore, determined in one case a serous inflamma¬ 
tion, in the other a seropurulent one. In discussing the reason for this 
difference of effect the authors think that a difference in the virulence of the 
germ in the two cases can scarcely be invoked, since in the seropurulent case 
the organism was innocuous for animals; neither could the duration of the 
disease be considered important, since the serous inflammation evoluted 
more slowly than the other. The hypothesis of a special resistance or a 
peculiar predisposition of the meninges alone remains, but these are factors 
which are not clearly understood. 

The orgauism presented some interesting peculiarities. It grew poorly 
at first upon gelose, giving very minute punctiform colonies, resembling 
those of the pneumococcus. After several removes it acquired the typical 
characteristics of a streptococcus, giving in liquid media a deposit formed 
of large clumps. Morphologically it had at first the form of a diplococcus; 
later there were long chains when cultivated in the blood-serum of the rab¬ 
bit. The organism possessed no capsule taking stain. It was virulent for 
neither rabbits nor mice. 
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Atmokausis.— Dr. A. von Guerard reports his results from the use of 
this method in twenty-one instances. For uterine hemorrhage, especially 
at the climacteric, this method is serviceable. The results in putrid abor¬ 
tion, endometritis, carcinoma, and dysmenorrhcea are uncertain. It was 
successfully used in a bleeder whose mother and sister had died from hemor¬ 
rhage. The application was made at 239° F. for thirty seconds Of these 
twenty-one patients seventeen suffered pain, in five of whom it was excessive, 
and this symptom was accompanied by fever. This method may he used 
successfully when contraindications exist to others .—Therapeutische Monat- 
thefte, 1900, Heft 3, S. 154. 

Soluble Silver.— Dr. A. Dwaretsky reports the histories of two patients 
suffering from phlegmon of the hand, with septicaemia, one of the same con¬ 
dition of the foot, one of furunculosis with septic infection, and one of chronic 
osteomyelitis of the femur, with chronic septicaemia. In all inunction with 
the ointment was practised, and this resulted in benefit both to the local 
sepsis and the general septic conditions. These instances of its use fully 
confirm the claims of Crede and others .—Therapcutische MonaUhefte, 1900, 
Heft 3, S. 145. 
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placed in a bath three or four degrees higher than its own temperature excre¬ 
tion of carbon dioxide gas and consumption of oxygen are increased, owing 
to the stimulation of metabolism; urea is also excreted in large quantities. 
This latter increase 1 'continues for several days alter a series of hot mineral- 
water baths. Stimulatiou of the cutaneous sensory nerve exercises an im¬ 
portant influence on the most complicated processes, by means of reflexes 
through the central nervous system. Anything tending to intensify the 
stimulation of the peripheral nerves will favor greater functional activity. 
Probably the best results are obtained from treatment at those springs with 
temperatures considerably over 100’ F., and containing high percentages of 
mineral ingredients. During immersion in such waters pathological prod¬ 
ucts, exudations, hyperplasias and toxins are “drawn into solution” and 
eliminated from the system. Care must be used in the choice of patients 
for such treatment. Chronic nephritis complicated with arterio-sclerosis or 
hypertrophied left ventricle, valvular heart lesions, etc., are contraindi¬ 
cations. Well compensated valvular lesions unaccompanied by renal or 
vascular complications suffer no inconvenience. Chronic rheumatism has 
usually progressed so far that thickening of the synovial and periarticular 
tissues has occurred. Anchylosis often follows. During these chronic stages 
of rheumatism balneotherapy persisted in will generally meet with gratify¬ 
ing results. As patients are usually in run-down condition, drastic meas¬ 
ures are to be avoided. Natural spring waters, of bigli temperatures, 
containing much mineral matter, are best for stimulating absorption. Mas¬ 
sage aud douches are also serviceable. In gout the establishment of a 
more complete metabolism and the elimination of uric acid, in addition to 
the absorption of deposits about the joints, are to be sought for. Whatever 
may be the relation of uric acid to gout, measures that favor its elimina¬ 
tion and prevent its formation are valuable in treatment. Life at a mineral- 
water bathing resort is conducive to this end; habits are regulated .and a 
proper diet enforced. 

Irksome treatment is willingly submitted to. Living in a pure atmosphere 
and taking abundant exercise, hot sulphur springs containing sodium 
chloride and alkaline and earthy sulphates tend to remove the various dis¬ 
orders in causal relationship to gout, such as indigestion, gastric and intestinal 
catarrh, and constipation. Senator believes that such waters exert an imme¬ 
diate influence on the gout diathesis, and uric-acid dyscrasia, and that perma¬ 
nent benefit is derived from their influence. Increase of pain often accom¬ 
panies the bath. It soon ceases, as a rule. With its disappearance comes 
that of the disease, and immunity follows for some time if not permanent 
cure> — yeu> York Medical Journal, 1900, vol. lxxi. p. 209. 

The Use of Guaiacol in Malaria.— Dr. Charles J. Whalen reports 
twelve instances of the use of this remedy. In nearly all quinine had been 
used, and it had failed to cure. The dose is five drop3 after meals, increas¬ 
ing one drop each day until twenty drops three times daily are taken. From 
these observations he infers that the adult segmenting organism is not 
affected by the drug, but the free and growing spores constantly inhibiting 
nourishment from the blood-plasma are readily destroyed or prevented from 
entering new corpuscles .—MercVs Archive*, 1900, No. -i, p. 133. 



